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ITB Berlin and IPK International: International
tourism continues its success story with solid
growth
Asia and South America report highest outbound growth – Tour holidays are
making a comeback – Outlook for 2019 remains positive – ITB Berlin publishes
the latest findings of the World Travel Monitor® exclusively in January 2019
Berlin, 3 December 2018 - 2018 has been a strong year for the tourism industry,
which has registered uninterrupted growth in international trips around the world. In
the first eight months of 2018 international outbound trips grew by six per cent
worldwide, with Asia and South America recording the highest increases. According
to the findings of the first trend analysis of the World Travel Monitor® by IPK
International, the outlook for 2019 also remains positive.
Strong year for Asia and South America
Asians are as keen to travel as ever. Following below-average growth in 2017, this
year Asia is on a strong recovery path with an increase of eight per cent. One
contributing factor was the upswing in China, with notably more foreign trips than the
previous year. Likewise another growth driver is Latin America with an increase of
eight per cent. This can be mainly attributed to Mexico, which has recovered from last
year’s negative growth rates. According to the World Travel Monitor®, between
January and August 2018 trips by Europeans increased by five per cent, while North
Americans went on four per cent more international trips.
Also in terms of destinations, Asia had the strongest growth and recorded a plus in
visitors of eight per cent. Europe follows with eight per cent more guests, while the
Americas had an eight per cent increase. Looking at destination countries shows that
the recent boom in trips to Spain has subsided somewhat in 2018 so far. At the same
time, destinations, which have lately been shunned by visitors, are coming back.
Turkey is the best example. With a remarkable 30 per cent increase in visitors
compared to the same time last year, it is celebrating a strong comeback.
Holidays biggest growth driver
Holiday trips continue to be the main reason for traveling abroad – with a further
increase of seven per cent. Visits to friends and relatives (VFR) grew by five per cent
year-on-year. Business trips with a plus of three per cent increased below average.
Traditional business trips actually declined in 2018 so far, whereas MICE travel, which
accounts for the majority of business trips, increased by five per cent.
City trips are losing momentum – revival of Tour holidays
Looking at the different types of holiday shows a slight shift in recent trends. City trips,
one of the main growth drivers in recent years, still continue on an upward trend,
however tailed off slightly during the first eight months of 2018. ”This may be due
partly to overtourism, which has lately received a lot of media attention and may
possibly have kept visitors away from large cities", said Rolf Freitag, CEO of IPK
International. ”Sun & beach holidays are profiting from that and have overtaken city
breaks in terms of growth, something we have not seen in a while. And tour holidays
are making a recovery. After declining steadily in the past they have now grown by
four per cent.”
Despite subsiding terror fears travelers prefer safe destinations
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According to IPK International, the influence of terror threats has settled at a lower
level. 38 per cent of international travelers claim that the recent instability and terror
warnings will have an effect on their travel plans, compared to 41 per cent at the
same time last year. This however is mainly leading to shift in destinations to those
that are perceived as safe, rather than avoiding traveling altogether. Destinations
regarded as being particularly safe include Switzerland, the Scandinavian countries,
Canada and Australia. At the same time, other destinations such as Egypt and
Tunisia, previously deemed unsafe, have been able to improve their negative image.
Positive outlook for 2019
The forecast for travel in 2019 remains positive: IPK International expects
international trips to increase by around six per cent. The highest forecasts are for
North and South America, with an expected increase of eight per cent. Asia is
expected to grow by six per cent, followed by Europe with five per cent. These
forecasts are based on the World Travel Confidence Index published by IPK
International, which is compiled annually based on the views of the survey
participants about their travel intentions for the coming 12 months.
Further conclusive results showing 2018 travel trends will be published in subsequent
trend telegrams. Rolf Freitag, CEO of IPK International, will present the findings of the
World Travel Monitor® for 2018 at the ITB Future Day of the ITB Berlin Convention
along with forecasts for 2019. The World Travel Monitor® is based on the results of
500,000 representative interviews in over 60 travel markets around the world. It has
been published for more than 20 years and is recognised as the most widescale
continuous survey of global travel trends.
About ITB Berlin and the ITB Berlin Convention
ITB Berlin 2019 will be taking place from Wednesday, 6 to Sunday, 10 March, and
from Wednesday to Friday will be open to trade visitors only. ITB Berlin is the World’s
Leading Travel Trade Show. In 2018 a total of 10,000 companies and organisations
from 186 countries exhibited their products and services to around 170,000 visitors,
including 110.000 trade visitors. Parallel with the show the ITB Berlin Convention, the
largest event of its kind, will be held from Wednesday, 6 to Saturday, 9 March 2019.
Admission to the ITB Berlin Convention is free for trade visitors and exhibitors. For
more information please visit www.itb-berlin.com, www.itb-convention.com and the
ITB Social Media Newsroom.
Join the ITB Press Network at www.linkedin.com.
Become a fan of ITB Berlin at www.facebook.com/ITBBerlin.
Follow ITB Berlin on www.twitter.com/ITB_Berlin.
Get the latest updates from the Social Media Newsroom at newsroom.itbberlin.de/en.
You can find press releases on the internet at www.itb-berlin.com under the section
heading Press / Press Releases. Make use of our information service and subscribe
to our RSS feeds.
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